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Abstract 
Current perspectives highlight the importance of educational sector in designing the socio-economic development of a country.  
It accelerates the economic growth through knowledge and skills development by improving the human capabilities, in terms of 
ensuring that the individuals are confident, perspective and physically active. It is customary to the parents to ensure the best 
possible educational environment for their children. During the last few decades, private schools in Malaysia have emerged as an 
essential source of imparting education at various levels. These schools received financing in part or as a whole from tuition fees, 
fundraising, and alumni contribution. Apart from that, the private sector education has become an important sector for 
stakeholders to invest. The research emphasized in the analyzing the parents’ motivation in deciding on private school. This 
paper aims at investigating the factors influencing the parents when selecting a private school as the educational institution for 
their children. The research analyzed what motivated the parents to make the decision in terms of exploring the strength and 
weaknesses of these private schools over public schools. The state of Selangor is selected to represent the overall states in 
Malaysia due to the presence of many qualities and establish private institutions. More than 600 questionnaire forms have been 
distributed, but to date the response could be ascertained at 510 forms only. Based on the study Social Background/Status, 
Income Level, School Syllabus, School Environment/Facilities, School Performances, Location, Teacher Quality and Distance 
were analyzed on their potential relationship. It was found that the parents make the decision based on their income level, social 
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background, followed by the distance and location of the private school when selecting to enroll their children in private schools. 
The quality of the teacher was placed fifth with sixth factor is the school performance. School environment nominated on seventh 
and last but not least, the school syllabus was considered in preference. 
 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V. 
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1. Introduction 
The paper discusses an assessment of the factors influence parental decision when sending their children to 
private education institution in Selangor, Malaysia. It is also included the discussion that education preparation 
towards producing the sustainable human capital in the future. Providing an alternative option for public schools, 
private school, on the other hand, can become a good competition in balancing the excellent education system in 
Malaysia. 
According to the experiences of the parents, all of them want to provide their children with the best possible 
educational environment. The decision usually is based on numbers factors-socially, economically and culturally. In 
the last few decades, private sector has emerged as an important source of imparting education in Malaysia at all 
levels. In recent years, private schools have improved their quality, attracted more investor and promoted conducive 
environment to whom interested in choosing them. 
In Malaysia, educational matters are overseen by Ministry of Education (MOE) and under the responsibility of 
the federal government; however, each state has an Education Department to coordinate educational matters in its 
territory.  Education Act of 1996 is known as the main legislation governing education. Education may be obtained 
from the multilingual public school system, which provides free education for all Malaysians or private schools, or 
through a home-schooling. By law, primary education is compulsory. As in many Asia-Pacific countries such as the 
Republic of Korea, Singapore, and Japan, standardized tests are a common feature.  
 
1.1. Literature Review 
The paper contends with the research of factors influence parents’ decision in selecting private schools for their 
children. Involving primary and secondary schools level (private school type) in Selangor state, this paper listed 
several factors that have been highlighted by the researcher. Consequently, a literature review’s based study has been 
carried out to identify the factors influencing the parents’ decision to send their children to private school. At 
present, many studies assess different opinion regards to the topic. For instance, some researchers found that the 
reputation and exam results of schools are key features guiding parents’ school choices1,2,3,4. On the other hand, some 
other stated that demographics characteristics of parents such as, the parents level of education becomes the reasons 
they select the private school for their children5. Apart from that, another study6reported the findings related to 
family background factors associated with parents who choose private.  The parents who have dissatisfaction with 
the public schools usually sent their children to private school. Moreover, there are few reasons which assist the 
parents in the selection of private school which are parents’ education, their profession, educational environment, 
teacher-student ratio, as well as smaller size of classes at private schools. Regardless particular researchers voting for 
few factors influencing the parents’ decision, the differences between private schools and public school is mainly 
because of the school environment7. As a consequence of above reasons, most of the existing factors basically 
related which each other. It was in terms of which preferable factors that influence parent's decision. (Refer Table 1). 
 
  Table 1. Opinion of previous different researchers 
Previous Researchers Opinion on Factor Influencing 
West (2001), Bosetti (2004), 
Jackson, C. and Bisset, M. 
Found that the reputation and exam results of schools are key features guiding parents’ school 
choices. (SCHOOL PERFORMANCES) 
© 2015 The Authors. Published by Elsevier B.V This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
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1.2. Private Schools and School Choice 
School selection process of private school sector recommends an essential avenue to choose within the public 
sector8.  It is due to the reason that private school has a label called “elitist” milieu which actually to attract only rich 
and brilliant students.  However, it can be said that although private school usually in a small size, they actually tend 
to be very heterogeneous. Private schools are more independence and rely mainly or exclusively on their own 
resources. In addition, in respective of the private school status, they are more regulated. Besides, parents’ incentives 
in choosing particular schools equal to the school’s incentives in selecting particular types of students. Based on the 
opinion of several authors9,10,11, they agree that potential to boost or hinder achievement is basically can be effected 
by the peer group.  
Apart from that, they also come out with the idea of the extent of both socio-economic status of the parent and 
school composition play the crucial role in the selection of a private school. Quote by several authors12,13,14,15,16,17,7in 
the earlier researches, private school students usually from higher income level come from better educated family 
with more cultural resources, whom impose higher expectation for their children. Regardless this matter, (Noell, 
1982) research that private school sector caters less for physically impaired student, or with special educational 
needs (Parry 1996). 
1.3. Parents Involvement in Their Children Education 
All parents naturally want the best for their children in term of education. This includes the parental responsibility 
to safeguard and promote their child's health, development and welfare in their child’s best interests. Parents have 
the right to express their preferences for a particular school that they want their children to attend18.They can draw 
on personal knowledge to their children and allow better competition between students and schools than a school 
district.   
Thus, the most effective forms of parent involvement are those, which engage parents in working directly with 
their children on learning activities at home19. Parental involvement requirements produce a trade-off. For involved 
parents, their participation should result in higher achievement. On the other hand, parents who are unable or 
unwilling to be involved are forced to limit their choice in schools to those schools that do not require parental 
involvement (Van Dunk E.et.al, 1998). 
1.4. The Factors Influencing Parents’ Decision in Choosing Private Schools for Their Children 
The study highlighted based on the review did, several factors that influence the parent decision in selecting the 
private school for their children which are:  
x Social Background/Status 
The indicators of social background include a socioeconomic status composition of parents’ education, 
occupation, and income, and a selection of family possessions and race or ethnicity20. Moreover, it also indicates the 
importance of parents’ occupational status.The higher status of parents’ occupational prestige involves, hence, the 
higher choice of selecting a private school over public for their children21. This circumstance leads to the parents’ 
satisfaction with their preferences of choosing a school for their kids. Furthermore, several points can contribute a 
major factors considered by the parents for instance, the size of the family, parents’ education level, parents income 
(2005) Ungerleider, (2003)  
Van Pelt, Allison and Allison, 
(2007)  
Stated that demographics characteristics of parents such as the parents level of education 
becomes the reasons they select the private school for their children. (SOCIAL/STATUS 
BACKGROUND) 
Beavis (2004)  Reported the findings related to family background factors associated with parents who choose 
private. The parents who have dissatisfaction with the public schools usually sent their children 
to private school. (SOCIAL /STATUS BACKGROUND) 
Dronkers and Peter (2003)  Stated the differences between private schools and public school is mainly because of the school 
environment. (SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT) 
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level and the qualification of staffs as well as the performances of the school. In addition, ethnic and racial income 
disparities contribute to the large differences in private school attendance rates22.Private schools are available to a 
broader group of parents because of the increasing availability of private-school vouchers that are targeted to low-
income households in low income, high minority, and school districts23. This research indicates that there is social 
class creaming as parents with wider social networks and more access to information are more likely to participate in 
the choice process. 
 
x Income Level 
Income level becomes an important factor which affects the parents’ choice in their children education due to the 
involvement of monetary contribution21. In certain cases, there are parents with middle income with better-educated 
background who find ways to ensure their children are admitted to the best private school. The cases also supported 
by Dronkers J. & S. Avram8, that wealthy family in terms of the level of their education, as well as the occupational 
prestige, represent the student’s socio-economic background.   
 
x School Syllabus 
The course outline provided in the private school may differ from the public school. Most of the parents choose 
private schools that are religiously-defined schools. Parents who chose religiously-defined schools are concerned 
with morals, values, religion, family and character development as being very important to them5.However, it was 
discussed that there are incompatible levels in emphasizing on religion factor among the religious schools24. It 
appears that some parents only bother to look very strict to be significantly influenced by the religious doctrine while 
some of them are not.  
 
x School Environment/Facilities 
Generally, school consists of the provision of school buildings on a well-located site which includes the facilities 
and surrounding provided for students to concentrate and learn25. It is a place that practices the complex organization 
in influencing the people in terms of social perspective, school management, school organization and class allocation 
as well as teacher effectiveness. In conclusion, school entirely is not a place that focuses only on academic 
outcomes, but also highlights the aspects of personal or social development among people. Hence, school must 
include the elements of convenience, safety, and desirability. The education quality depends greatly on the 
environment of the educational institution itself21. It can be affirmed that several reasons affect parents in selecting 
the schools for their children such as the level of parents’ education, the profession of parents, the classes size and 
the ratio between teacher-student. School facilities, on the other hand, may also affect the students’ academic 
performance. Private schools usually accommodate growth with new buildings or with renovated facilities adapted 
to support instructional need. As been highlighted by Peterson and Llaudet26, the analysts discovered that school 
facilities and resources had little effect on student performance. 
 
x School Performances 
There is a clear link between school performance and school environment. Healthy school environment is the key 
to a high-performance educational institution27. Parents are likely to send their children to private school based on 
the performance of that school. According to the NCES study, students attending private schools performed better 
than students attending public schools 26. 
 
x Location 
The comparative between the popularity and unpopularity schools somehow due to the strategic location of the 
area and where there is a balance between supply and demand for the school. The planning of school location 
basically anticipated changes in the demography area, even though, the school building history and school closure 
policies also give an impact on it28.  In addition, the location of the school must be convenience where it can best 
describe another reason for parents considering when they select a school. It is because most schools do not provide 
transportation back and forth the school. Therefore, convenience issue is the factor that connected the distance, the 
school to and from as well as the transportation23. 
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x Teacher Quality 
Nurahimah (2010) stated that quality supervision can increase or decrease teachers’ efficacy. Thus, teachers’ 
efficacy requires knowledge, interpersonal skills, and technical skills. Conversely, the importance of this factor gives 
some significant implication between the competitions of both types of school for some parents. This factor also 
becomes a good topic to debate24, whereby there is a conclusion that the private school produces better teachers in 
private school rather that public school. The benefits of private schools have been the subject of debate in many 
industrialized and developing countries over the past two decades. In industrialized countries, private schools are 
expected to provide better quality education than public schools (Organization for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD), 2005). 
 
x Distance 
The central task of Local Education Authorities (LEAs) is to resolve the tension between managing the provision 
of, and access to, secondary school places effectively and efficiently whilst in relation to where parents live, the 
results of this research show ‘the expectations, experiences and ideals of parents influence the choice of school28. It 
is stated that parents usually select a school due to where they stay/live23.  Therefore, it is important to parents to be 
involved with their children’s education in order to ensure the location between school and home is reachable. In 
addition, the respondents who admit the important of location basically the people who need to have necessary 
resources to travel back and forth or people who stay faraway from school location. However, there is also in a 
certain situation where parents are not considering the distance of the schools. It is stated that there are particular 
groups of the middle-class families who do not bother to send their children to the nearest school29. They consider a 
better place to put their kids rather than the nearest school allocate in their neighborhood.   
 
2.  Methodology 
The research approaches are involving the data gathered through primary and secondary sources. The definition 
of primary sources is originated fully from direct collection of the questionnaires survey as well as interview 
sessions. Whilst the secondary data was collected from the references books, online journals and conferences papers, 
websites and newspapers. The descriptive and inferential statistic is applied, to summarize, the findings.  
 
2.1 Population and Sample 
Table 2 shows the lists of 12 involved private schools chosen from all over Selangor to be representatives of all 
private schools and also indicates the number of respondents from the 12 private schools selected. The involved 
private schools are chosen using the convenience sampling which is a type of non-probability sampling technique. 
This type of sampling basically focuses on sampling techniques that are based on the judgment of the researcher. 
The population of this study comprised all parents who are sending their children to the involved private schools in 
Selangor State. The parents who are the respondents’ target of the survey population are being chosen using the 
convenience sampling. As a convenience sample is simply one where the units that are selected for inclusion in the 
sample are the easiest to access, the researcher may simply choose to stand at one of the main entrances of the 
involved private schools where it would be easy to invite the parents that pick up their children from school to take 
part in the research.  
 
  Table 2. Number of Respondents from the private school is selected. 
 
School Name 
 Frequency Percent   
Valid 1.Sekolah Rendah Integrasi Sg. Chinchin 10 2.0   
2.SRI Mus'ab Umair 21 4.1   
3.International Islamic School (Primary) 43 8.4   
4.Sekolah Rendah Islam Al Amin, Bangi 45 8.8   
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5.Sekolah Rendah Setiabudi 75 14.7   
6.SRI Al-Faizeen 61 11.9   
7.Sekolah Rendah Islam Al Amin Gombak 39 7.6   
8.Sekolah Rendah Integrasi Tahfiz Ilmuan 41 8.0   
9.Sekolah Menengah Setiabudi 38 7.4   
10.Sekolah Menengah Al-Amin, Gombak 67 13.1   
11.Sekolah Menengah Integrasi Tahfiz Ilmuan 12 2.3   
12.International Islamic School (Secondary) 58 11.4   
Total 510 99.8   
Missing System     
Total 510 100.0   
 
 
The questionnaire survey was distributed towards more than 600 respondents who are sending their children to 12 
involved private schools (primary and secondary) in Selangor. To date only 510 survey collected and gathered 
whereby 335 respondents are from primary school while 175 respondents are from secondary school. (Refer Table 
3). 
 
    Table 3. Number of Respondents from both of school categories 
  
School Type 
 Frequency Percent   
Valid Primary School 335 65.6   
Secondary School 175 34.2   
Total 510 99.8   
Missing System     
Total 510 100.0   
 
2.2 Questionnaire Design 
The questionnaire used in this study was basically based on the adapted conceptual framework and theoretical 
model30, 31. The questionnaire consisted of 35 combinations of open-ended and closed-ended statements. For the 
purpose of this study, the researcher divided the questionnaire into two sections as below:  
i. Section A. Under this section, it’s been divided into two which are Respondent general background and student 
background. Respondents profile consisted of 18 items pertaining to profile backgrounds such as gender, age, 
marital status, religion, no of children, household income, occupation, education level and traveling distance. While, 
student background included the student gender and age, siblings in the same school and how many, as well as stated 
sibling in the same schools. 
ii. Section B. The important of the research objectives laid here whereby it categories into two respondent 
perceptions and school environment. This part comprised of several main crucial items which are preference factors 
chosen, respondent opinion on the differences between private and public school, preferable syllabus, reasonable 
fees, satisfaction feeling of current private school, school condition rating, school environment rating and preferable 
distance suggested.   
 
3.  Result of Findings 
The result of statistical analysis of major findings is discussed in inferential and descriptive statistics. The 
independent variables include gender, education classification, household income classification, occupation and 
previous respondents’ schools. The dependent variables are eight factors chosen which are (i) Social Status/ 
Background (ii) Income Level (iii) School Syllabus (iv)School Environment/Facilities (v) School Performances 
(vi)Teachers Quality (vii) Location (viii) Distance. The analysis are conducted in order to test the relationship 
between the variables, the existence of the correlation as well as to discover the differences between the group and 
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any variable. The intention is to analyze the preferences factors influence the parents in decision-making and also the 
looked-for reasons for choosing a private school for their children. 
 
a) Survey Findings: Inferential Analysis 
Parents’ Socio-Demographic Profile 
The socio-demographic profile of the 510 parents is summarized in Table 4. All the parents surveyed were 
Muslim in religion. The ratio of females to males in the total sample was 296 (57.9%) to 214 (41.9%) male 
participants. In terms of age group of the respondents, majority of them were from the range age of 40-49 with the 
percentage of 49.7%. The marital status of the respondents were under married category were 99.6% recorded with 
one participant is a single mother (0.2%). Apart from that, 445 respondents (87.1%) declared that their spouse also in 
a working field while another 65 (12.7%) respondent stated the no answer. The survey also identifies that 146 
(28.6%) respondent have more than 4 children and respondents with 4 children are approximately 141 people 
(27.6%). Another balance of respondents are bear three children 119 (23.3%), two children 70 respondents (13.75%) 
and a single child is about 34 respondents with 6.7 %. 
 
Table 4. The socio-demographic profile in terms of general questions 
 
Demographic Characteristic Frequency 
N=510 
Percentage  
(%) 
Gender 
Male 
Female 
 
214 
296 
 
41.9 
57.9 
Age 
20-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50-59 
60-69 
 
1 
177 
254 
77 
1 
 
0.2 
34.6 
49.7 
15.1 
0.2 
Relation with the students 
Father 
Mother  
Guardian 
 
212 
291 
7 
 
41.5 
56.9 
1.4 
Religion 
Islam 
 
510 
 
99.8 
Marital Status 
Married 
Single Mother 
 
509 
1 
 
99.6 
0.2 
Does your partner work? 
Yes 
No 
 
445 
65 
 
87.1 
12.7 
Number Of Children 
1 (One0 
2 (Two) 
3 (Three) 
4 (Four) 
More than 4 
 
34 
70 
119 
141 
146 
 
6.7 
13.7 
23.3 
27.6 
28.6 
 
Basically, almost 315 (61.6%) respondents are using the private vehicle to send their children to school and 
177(34.6%) respondents’ using a school bus/van services. Motorcycle and others transport both indicates 6 
respondents (1.2%) and 12 respondents (2.2%) in terms of traveling mode category.  The majority of the parents 
surveyed were from the income group of household income between RM1000.00 until RM10000.00. On top of that, 
the survey recorded that both parents, majority from the executive or professional field occupational background. It 
showed that, the education level of the parents, mostly gathered at degree level with, 53.7 percent of male and 46.3 
percent for the female groups. Table 5 illustrates the demographic profile of the parents in detailing frequency and 
percentage. 
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Table 5.The socio-demographic profile in terms of parents’ profile 
 
Demographic Characteristic Frequency 
N=510 
Percentage 
 (%) 
Travelling Mode 
Private Vehicle 
School Bus/Van 
Motorcycle 
Others 
 
315 
177 
6 
12 
 
61.6 
34.6 
1.2 
2.2 
Father’s Income Level 
1000-5000 
5001-10 000 
10 001-15 000 
15 001-20 000 
20 001 and above 
Unknown 
 
33 
82 
14 
14 
11 
60 
 
21.4 
53.2 
9.1 
9.1 
7.1 
 
Mother’s Income Level 
1000-5000 
5001-10 000 
10 001-15 000 
15 001-20 000 
Unknown 
 
113 
64 
9 
0 
110 
 
60.8 
34.4 
4.8 
0.0 
 
Father’s Occupation 
Executive, Professional 
Administration, Management 
Businessman, Retailer 
Retired 
Unemployed 
Others 
 
136 
31 
29 
0 
0 
18 
 
63.6 
14.5 
13.6 
0.0 
0.0 
8.4 
Mother’s Occupation 
Executive, Professional 
Administration, Management 
Businessman, Retailer 
Retired 
Housewife 
Others 
 
119 
51 
30 
3 
81 
12 
 
40.2 
17.2 
10.1 
1.0 
27.4 
4.1 
Father’s Education Level 
Primary School 
Secondary School 
Technical/ Vocational 
Certificate/Diploma 
Degree (Undergraduate) 
Master/ PhD (Postgraduate) 
 
1 
4 
0 
14 
115 
80 
 
0.5 
1.9 
0.0 
6.5 
53.7 
37.4 
Mother’s Education Level 
Primary School 
Secondary School 
Technical/ Vocational 
Certificate/Diploma 
Degree (Undergraduate) 
Master/ PhD (Postgraduate) 
 
0 
17 
1 
33 
137 
108 
 
0.0 
5.7 
0.3 
11.1 
46.3 
36.5 
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Parents’ preference in factors influencesdecision-making 
       The respondents preferences factors then, being analyzed in order to determine the test of differences 
between variables. Table 6 illustrates the result of Income level, become the domain factor chosen by the respondent 
followed by social status/background as number two. The third place was distance in preference followed by 
Location in ranking number four. The quality teachers that the school possessed in the fifth factor chosen and school 
performances considered as factor number six. At the same time, school environment nominated on seventh ranking 
and last but not least, the school syllabus was considered in preferences. (Refer Table 6). 
 
Table 6. The Parents’ preference for factors influencing decision-making of choosing private institution for their children 
 
Decision Factors Mean Rank 
 
Social Background 6.10 2 
Income Level 6.76 1 
School Syllabus 2.04 8 
School Environment 2.60 7 
School Performances 3.73 6 
Location 4.97 4 
Teacher quality 4.13 5 
Distance 5.67 3 
 
The most important factors, as indicated by the highest scores rated by parents,are Income Level (6.76), 
Social/Status Background (6.10), Distance (5.67), and Location (4.97). The least important factors or features of 
selecting private school as rated by participating parents in the survey are: teacher quality (4.13), School 
Performances (3.73), School Environment (2.60) and School syllabus (2.04). 
b) Survey Findings: Descriptive Analysis 
3.1 Details discussion on the factors influences 
It is crucial to study preferable factors chosen by the parents in selecting the private schools for their children in 
this research. Therefore, eight most preferable factors selected by the parents are going to be discussed in details. 
 According to the result of the survey conducted most parents prefer and emphasize the important of having 
stabilized family economy in order to place their children in private school. Thus, they emphasized on the factors of 
income level when they choose to go for private education. To look into detail, the parents’ income level who send 
the children in private school mostly comes from workers who were actively in executive and professional sector. 
Therefore, the income is basically in secure and solid circumstances. 
The second factor that motivated the parents in choosing a private school over public school is based on the social 
status/background. Hence, the researcher has to agree with the previous researches done by Van Pelt, Allison and 
Allison (2007) and Beavis (2007). (Refer Table 1 in literature review subtopic). They concluded that the 
demographics characteristic of parents becomes the reasons they selected the private school for their children5,6. At 
the same time, Beavis (2004) reported the findings related to family background factor associated with parents who 
choose private. 
Other factors influencing the parents’ decision in choosing a private school according to the ranking voted by the 
respondents were the distance to and from the school areas and location in terms of the strategic area. Most of them 
preferred private schools located within both residential and office areas. The parents agreed that schools within both 
areas contribute to the efficiency of supporting them in saving up the time return either to home or office. 
The next factor preferred by the parents was the importance of having the quality teachers in schools. Parents 
chose private schools based on this factor because they believed that teachers teaching in private schools were more 
concerned and dedicated due to the teacher-student ratio. It was not that teachers in public schools were not 
dedicated and qualified, but the parents who responded to the questionnaire perceived that this was based on their 
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parents-teachers meeting. 
School performances become the sixth reason among the factors that are influencing parents’ decision in 
choosing a private school. The parents agree that school performances contribute to the school reputation which 
going to attract them in selecting the school. Apart from that, the school performance is important for the parents as 
they will put a trust in that school on behalf of their children future education.  
The seventh factor that leads the parents to choosing a private school over public school is based on the school 
environments/school facilities. Most of them prefer private school due to the quality of great education 
environment/facilities which is a bit more conducive rather than public school. Basically, it is the perspectives 
shared by the respondents based on their experiences. They also stated that most of the private schools their children 
attend provide good and new facilities that not only promoting the school reputation, but also create a conducive 
learning environment for their children. 
 Last but not least, the schools syllabus nominated in the eighth rank when they choose to go for private 
education. One of the popular reasons is they are likely to choose the private school with the religious syllabus, even 
though, the schools types is common private schools. Apart from that, the syllabus that included the Islamic subject 
really becomes a trend. While the international school type with the Islamic subject is also become popular among 
the parents. This circumstance can best describe as the efficiency in students school time because they already attend 
the religious school in one session. In a nutshell, these factors only contributed as minor considerations by the 
parents but nevertheless have weight in influencing the parents’ choices.  
On the other hand, above findings are leading towards educating sustainable development from early ages. 
UNESCO (2014) have describe that Education for Sustainable Development allows every human being to acquire 
the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values necessary to shape a sustainable future. This means including key 
sustainable development issues into teaching and learning; for example, climate change, disaster risk reduction, 
biodiversity, poverty reduction, and sustainable consumption. It also requires participatory teaching and learning 
methods that motivate and empower learners to change their behaviour and take action for sustainable development. 
Education for Sustainable Development consequently promotes competencies like critical thinking, imagining future 
scenarios and making decisions in a collaborative way. For example, UNESCO have launched a programme called 
Education for sustainable development (ESD). Based on this programme, a teacher is weaving sustainability themes 
into primary education using participatory methods; a community development worker raising people’s awareness 
on rights which are denied to them; or a public health worker training people to draw water from clean sources. 
There are many programmes using an ESD approach to learning which is critical for achieving sustainability.ESD 
has essential characteristics that can be implemented in many culturally appropriate forms.  
 
 
4. Recommendation and Conclusion 
 
This research attempted at evaluating the most preferable factors that influence the parents’ choices in selecting a 
private school for their children. Several benefits can be offered to the community especially parents and any 
involved parties. For instance, the improvement of quality of life in the built environment in the future might become 
a contribution in preparation of human resources in the region. On the other hand, this research can become a 
platform in explaining the impact of this study towards the community in terms promoting the society with the good 
quality that combining the great attitudes and excellent education no matter from which education background 
(private/public) they came from. Moreover, it also looks forward to making contribution both to the local authorities 
and government agencies in preparing and constructing the provision of private schools in Local and Structure plans. 
Apart from that, the paper has discussed the different opinions pertaining to the reasons chosen by parents in 
selecting their children school. Therefore, guidelines for setting up the specific location of private school, for 
example, as well as the specific guidelines pertaining to the preparation and construction of private school itself can 
be undertaken in more details for the future society. In addition, there was also necessary to the information related 
to the private schools’ education system and institution to be spread and acknowledge to the society. 
 In a nutshell, these eight factors; income level; social status/background; distance; location; teachers 
quality; schools’ academic performances; school environments/facilities and private schools’ syllabus may 
contribute to enhancing the private education level in Malaysia, hence, promoting education for sustainable 
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development in Malaysia. In many senses, the factors influencing might limited due to the small number of 
observations, small number of the questionnaire survey conducted and duration of time. Additionally, these factors 
cause different opinion as the respondents might come from different background, dissimilar point of view however 
education of sustainable development is not a hindrance, even though, each respondent might not agree among each 
other.  
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